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(54) Compensation of doppler errors, particular in cellular networks 



(57) In accordance with one embodiment of the in- 
vention, a method of compensating for Doppler error in 
a wireless communications system employing Viterbi 
decoding comprises the steps of: for each signal sample 
in a first predetermined-sized grouping of received sig- 
nal samples, performing a parallel Viterbi update and 
short symbol decode; and for a second predetermined- 
sized grouping, forming by pipeline processing an esti- 
mate of the Doppler error in accordance with the parallel 
short traceback decoding performed for the first group- 
ing, and adjusting each signal sample in the second 



grouping in accordance with the estimated Doppler er- 
ror. 

In accordance with another embodiment of the in- 
vention, a Viterbi traceback reconstructed signal sample 
index comprises: a state counter, a traceback shift reg- 
ister (TBSR); a signal reconstruction table; and a com- 
parator coupled in a configuration so as to provide the 
sign bit to the traceback shift register from a comparison 
of binary digital signals. The state counter is coupled so 
as to provide digital signals to the traceback shift register 
and the traceback shift register is coupled so as to pro- 
vide digital signals to the signal reconstruction table. 
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Description 

Technical Field 

The present invention relates to communications 
and, more particularly, to wireless communications sys- 
tems. 

Background of the Invention 

Several standards are being employed with respect 
to signaling standards for digital cellular telephony 
worldwide. One such standard is Europe's global sys- 
tem for mobile communications (GSM), described, for 
example, in the ETSI/GSM Specifications. Likewise, an- 
other standard, employed in the United States, is IS54. 
These signaling standards are typically intricate. Typi- 
cally, a signal burst is transmitted via a wireless medium 
comprising a plurality of differentially encoded symbols, 
such as bits or binary digital signals. The encoded sym- 
bols are typically transmitted using phase shift keying in 
the baseband, such as, for example, minimum phase 
shift keying (MSK). This baseband signal form of the sig- 
nal burst is typically then transmitted via a wireless me- 
dium using a radio frequency (RF) carrier. 

In wireless communications, such as digital cellular 
telephony, transmission and reception typically occurs 
between stations, at least one of which is in motion. Fur- 
thermore, the velocity of the mobile station may change 
over time. As is well-known, such relative. motion be- 
tween transmitting and receiving stations, such as be- 
tween a mobile station and a base station, may result in 
a Doppler shift of the frequency of the signal being trans- 
mitted. This Doppler shift may therefore resu It in a phase 
or frequency error in the received signal. Because of 
such a Doppler shift, the integrity of the signal being 
transmitted may be corrupted at the receiving end of the 
communications system. 

Although various processes for compensating for 
such errors due to a Doppler shift are known, one prob- 
lem associated with conventional approaches is the im- 
pact upon available signal processing resources at the 
receiving station. Typically, a receiving station, such as 
a mobile station, has limited signal processing capabil- 
ity. Therefore, exhaustive approaches to performing 
Doppler calculations and signal correction may exceed 
or at least bottleneck available resources when such re- 
sources are needed to continually process additional 
signals. A need therefore exists for a method of com- 
pensating for Doppler error while reducing associated 
bottlenecks for the available signal processing resourc- 
es of a receiving station. 

Summary of the Invention 

In accordance with one. embodiment of the inven- 
tion, a method of compensating for Doppler error in a 
wireless communications system employing Viterbi de- 



coding comprises the steps of: for each signal sample 
in a first predetermined-sized grouping of received sig- 
nal samples, performing a parallel Viterbi update and 
short symbol decode; and for a second predetermined- 
5 sized grouping, forming by pipeline processing an esti- 
mate of the Doppler error in accordance with the parallel 
short traceback decoding performed for the first group- 
ing and adjusting each signal sample in the second 
grouping in accordance with the estimated Doppler er- 
ror. 

In accordance with another embodiment of the in- 
vention, a Viterbi traceback reconstructed signal sample 
index comprises: a state counter, a traceback shift reg- 
ister (TBSR); a signal reconstruction table; and a com- 
parator coupled in a configuration so as to provide the 
sign bit from a comparison of binary digital signals to the 
TBSR. The state counter is coupled so as to provide dig- 
ital signals to the TBSR and the TBSR is coupled so as 
to provide digital signals to the signal reconstruction ta- 
ble. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

The invention will be described by way of example 
with reference to the accompanying drawings in which: 
FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of one embodiment 
of a system employing a method of compensating for 
Doppler error in a wireless communications system in 
accordance with the invention. 

FIG. 2 is plot of complex signals in the lnphase : 
Quadrature (l-Q) plane illustrating a phase offset that 
may be attributable to, for example, Doppler error. 

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram illustration of one em- 
bodiment of a signal burst or transmission burst, such 
as for GSM. 

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating one embodiment of . 
a method of. the invention. 

FIG, 5 is a table illustrating calculations that may be 
performed by an embodiment of a method of the inven- 
tion. 

FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating an embodiment 
of a Viterbi traceback reconstructed signal sample index 
in accordance with the invention that may, for example, 
be employed by an embodiment of the invention. " 

FIG. 7 is a table illustrating automatic frequency cor- 
rection (AFC) calculations that may be performed by an 
embodiment of a method of the invention. 

FIG. 8 is a table illustrating a sequence of Viterbi 
operations in parallel with pipelined digital signal proc- 
essor (DSP) operations that may be performed by an 
embodiment of a method of the invention. 

Detailed Description 

FIG. 3 illustrates a signal burst or transmission 
burst, such as may be employed in a wireless commu- 
nications system, although the invention is not limited in 
scope to a signal burst having this particular format or 
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structure. As illustrated in FIG. 3, the signal burst or 
transmission burst illustrated comprises a predeter- 
mined number of binary digital signals or bits. In this par- 
ticular embodiment, each frame includes, in succession, 
a series of successive predetermined starting bits, a s 
predetermined number of successive binary digital sig- 
nals to be transmitted, a series of successive predeter- 
mined training bits, a second predetermined number of 
successive binary digital signals to be transmitted, and 
a series of successive predetermined ending bits. For 10 
GSM, for example, there are three starting and three 
ending bits, 58 bits in both portions of the signal burst 
• comprising binary digital signals to be transmitted, and 
26 training bits, referred to in this context as the "midam- 
ble," for a total of 1 48 bits per frame or signal burst. Of is 
course, the invention is not restricted in scope to GSM. 

As is well-known, GSM uses a form of signal mod- 
ulation in the baseband known as Gaussian Minimum 
Phase Shift Keying (GMSK). GMSK is described in 
more detail in Digital Phase Modulation , by J. B. Ander- 20 
son, T. Aulin and C. E. Sundburg, 1986, available from 
Plenum, although, of course, the invention is not restrict- 
ed in scope to GMSK or even to MSK. For example, in 
IS54, an alternate baseband modulation scheme is em- 
ployed. In such baseband modulation schemes, such 25 
as MSK or GMSK, the bit or binary digital signal stream 
to be transmitted, such as a signal burst, is differentially 
encoded, e.g., baseband modulated to produce a posi- 
tive or negative phase shift representing one or more 
binary digital signals in the signal burst being transmit; 30 
ted. As previously described, this phase shift modulated 
baseband signal may then be applied to a radio frequen- 
cy (RF) carrier for transmission via a wireless medium. 
Therefore, at the receiving end of the communications 
system, after downconversion and signal sampling, the 35 
binary digital signals in the signal burst being transmit- 
ted may be obtained by (1 ) a process, referred to as 
"derotation" in this context, applied to each signal sam- 
ple in the signal burst and (2) then passing the derotated 
signal sample through a minimum least squares error 40 
(MLSE) equalizer. In this context, the term "differential 
encoded digital symbol" refers to a complex signal or 
signal sample at the receiving end of the communica- 
tions system. The binary digital signals to be sent are 
transmitted as an analog signal via the modulation 45 
scheme employed in the baseband. The analog signal 
is then sampled at the receiving end in the baseband to 
provide the complex signal or signal sample. Depending 
on the modulation scheme employed, a symbol to be 
transmitted may comprise a predetermined set of one so 
or more binary digital signals or bits. Furthermore, re- 
garding "derotation," for GMSK, for example, a rotation 
of 90° may be applied to each differentially encoded 
symbol or signal sample in the signal burst transmitted 
via the wireless medium, such as by signal multiplication 55 
in the baseband of each differentially encoded symbol 
or signal sample by 



where k=0; 1, 2, 3 Of course, the invention is not 

restricted in scope to a signaling scheme employing a 
particular direction of rotation or derotation. The direc- 
tion will depend, at least in part, on the particular signal 
modulation scheme employed. Likewise, the phase shift 
applied to "derotate" the baseband signal will depend 
on the modulation scheme employed. Nonetheless, as 
previously indicated, the Doppier effect due to the rela- 
tive motion between the transmitting and receiving sta- 
tion, such as between a mobile station and a base sta- 
tion, may result in phase rotation error in the received 
signal in comparison with the signal transmitted. This is 
illustrated schematically in the Inphase-Quadrature (I- 
Q) plane in FIG. 2. 

As illustrated, a Doppler shift may result, in a fre- 
quency error in the received signal that may translate 
into a phase offset error in the complex signal obtained 
at the receiving end of the communications system. This 
offset error may also appear in the derotated signal ob- 
tained as well. In FIG. 2, the phase offset error i^denot; 
ed by the phase difference, de, between Z and Z. Z de- 
notes the actual signaj^transmitted including a Doppler 
phase shift error and Z denotes the^ Doppler corrected 
received signal. Likewise, Z' and Z' denote these re- 
spective signals after derotation in the l-Q plane. 

Various approaches to compensating the received 
signals for this phase offset error are known, such as 
described in "Two Stage Doppler Phase Corrected 
TCM/DMPSK for Shadowed Mobile Satellite Channels, 
" by P. J. Mehane, appearing in IEEE Trans, on Com- 
munications , vol. 41, No. 8, August 1993, herein incor- 
porated by reference. However, as previously indicated, 
such approaches are time-consuming and may also 
"bottleneck" significant signal processing capability in 
an environment having limited resources. A method of 
compensating for Doppler error in a wireless communi- 
cations system in accordance with the invention to re- 
duce such bottlenecks involves parallel and pipelined 
signal processing utilizing the computational resources 
available, such as, for example, a digital signal proces- 
sor (DSP). For a method of compensating for Doppler 
error in a wireless communications system in accord- 
ance with the invention, portions of the signal process- 
ing to be performed may be segmented and "offloaded" 
to another processor or coprocessor. These segmented 
portions of the signal processing may be performed in 
advance by the coprocessor in a parallel fashion while 
the digital signal processor is also performing pipelined 
signal processing substantially in tandem. In this con- 
text, the term "pipelining" or "pipelined signal process- 
ing" refers to signal processing performed in a predeter- 
mined number of separate segments or stages. In such 
"pipelined signal processing," the processing result of a 
particular stage or segment is employed in the process- 
ing performed by the next stage or segment after the 
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particular stage. The details of this approach will be- 
come clear in the discussion that follows. 

This approach may be illustrated at least in part by 
the block diagram in FIG. 1. In this particular embodi- 
ment, a digital signal processor (DSP) 170 has embed- s 
ded within it a Viterbi decoder 110. An example of such 
a digital signal processor is the DSP161 8 available from 
AT&T Corp., which includes an embedded error correc- 
tion coprocessor (ECCP) operating as Viterbi decoder 
1 1 0, described in the preliminary data sheet, dated Feb- 10 
ruary 1994, available from AT&T Corp., herein incorpo- 
rated by reference, although the scope of the invention 
is not limited in this respect. As illustrated, DSP 170 ob- 
tains the received signal burst. It will, of course, be ap- 
preciated that some preprocessing has typically been is 
performed on the signal burst, such as downconversion, 
analog-to-digital conversion, and "de rotation." Thus, 
each symbol in the received signal burst takes the form 
of a complex digital signal in the In phase-Quadrature (I- 
Q) plane that itself represents one or more binary digital 20 
signals being transmitted, as previously described. 

As illustrated, and as is well-known, the signal burst 
may be applied to a Viterbi decoder, such as Viterbi de- 
coder 110, one signal sample at a time in order to obtain 
the transmitted signal burst based on the received signal 2S 
burst. Viterbi decoding is well-known and described in, 
for example, Digital Communications , by E. Lee and D 
MesserschmitV available from Kluwer Academic Pub- 
lishers, 1992, Digital Communications by Satellite , by 
Bhargava, Hac'coun, Matyas, and Nuspl, available from zo 
John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1 981 , and Digital Communica- 
tions by Satellite , by J. J. Spilker, Jr., available from 
Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1977, all of which are herein incor- 
porated by reference. Viterbi decoding is likewise de- 
scribed in "Maximum Likelihood Sequence Detection in 35 
the Presence of Intersymbol Interference," by G. D. For- 
ney, Jr., and available in IEEE Trans, on Information 
Theory , IT-18(3): 363-378, May, 1972, and "The Viterbi 
Algorithm," IEEE Proceedings . March, 1973, 268-278, 
herein incorporated by reference. As illustrated in FIG. *o 
1, however, prior to being applied to Viterbi decoder 110, 
each signal sample is adjusted by a phase offset pro- . 
vided by Doppler phase 150. Likewise, as illustrated in 
FIG. 1, this phase offset is obtained by Doppler phase 
150 based on a prior predetermined-sized grouping of *5 
signal samples of the received signal burst that has 
been delayed by time delay 160 and compared with a 
signal estimate of the symbols transmitted for that prior 
grouping provided by Viterbi traceback reconstructed 
signal sample index 1 40. Delay 1 60 is introduced to en- so 
sure that the appropriate grouping of received signal 
samples is compared with the appropriate signal sample 
estimates. Channel estimate 120 provides signals to 
signal sample index 140 so that signal reconstruction 
may be performed. Signal reconstruction may be per- ss 
formed in accordance with any method known. Signal 
sample index 140 obtains signals from Viterbi decoder 
1 1 0 based on a process performed by the decoder des- 
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ignated in FIG . 1 as a "short traceback" or "short decode. 
" In this particular embodiment, a short traceback refers 
to a traceback of length one, although short tracebacks 
of length greater than one may also be employed, such 
as described, for example, in aforementioned patent ap- 
plication serial no. 08/1 52531 , entitled "triable Length 
Tracebacks." Likewise, as illustrated in FfG.i1, Viterbi 
decoder also provides signals based on a process re- 
ferred to as a "long traceback" or 'long decode." Thus, 
Viterbi decoder 110 has the capability to decode the re- 
ceived signal burst in order to determine the binary dig- 
ital signals that have been transmitted. However, a Vi- 
terbi decoder for this embodiment of a method of com- 
pensating for Doppler error in a wireless communica- 
tions system has the ability to perform at least two proc- 
esses, one referred to as a "long traceback" and another 
referred to as a "short traceback." 

One aspect of a method of compensating for Dop- 
pler error in a wireless communications system is a par- 
allel and pipelined processing approach between Viterbi 
decoder 110 and DSP 170 to reduce bottlenecks that 
DSP 170 might typically encounter during signal 
processing. More specifically, and as described in more 
detail hereinafter, in processing a signal burst, such as 
illustrated in FIG. 3, for example, for a predetermined- 
sized grouping of the received differentially encoded 
symbols, referred to in this context as an intermediate 
grouping, in this particular embodiment each signal 
sample is provided to Viterbi decoder 1 1 0 in order to per- 
form a Viterbi update and short traceback. Furthermore, 
in parallel with that process, for the immediately suc- 
ceeding grouping of complex signal samples in the sig- 
nal burst, referred to in this context as the second group- 
ing, digital signal processor 170 forms by pipelined 
processing an estimate of the Doppler error in accord- 
ance with the short traceback previously performed for 
each signal sample in the grouping preceding the group- 
ing currently being applied to the Viterbi decoder, re- 
ferred to in this context as the first grouping. Likewise, 
the digital signal processor will adjust or correct each 
complex signal sample in the succeeding or second 
grouping in accordance with the estimated Doppler er- 
ror. This is illustrated in FIG. 1, for example, in which a 
phase offset is applied to the received signal corre- 
sponding to the complex signals or signal samples pre- 
viously described before the signal samples are applied 
to the Viterbi decoder. Thus, for this particular embodi- 
ment, at a given time, an intermediate grouping may be 
processed by the Viterbi decoder, a first grouping just 
processed by the Viterbi decoder may be processed by 
the DSP to estimate Doppler error and a second group- 
ing about to be applied to the Viterbi decoder may be 
adjusted based on the Doppler error estimated from 
processing the first grouping. In this fashion, in this par- 
ticular embodiment, the digital signal processor typically 
does not experience a bottleneck because processing 
by the digital signal processor continually processes in 
a pipelined fashion complex signal samples based on 
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complex signal samples previously processed in paral- 
lel by the Viterbi decoder, while the Viterbi decoder in 
parallel continually processes additional complex signal 
samples that have been previously adjusted in phase 
by the DSP. 

In a method of compensating for Dbppler error in a 
wireless communications system in accordance with the 
invention, processing is applied to the received signal 
burst in advance of the pipelining previously described. 
For example, as previously indicated, the received burst 
signal is downconverted to provide a baseband signal 
and the baseband signal typically is converted from an 
analog signal to a complex signal in a quantized binary 
form, although' the ( scope of the invention is not limited 
in this respect. This quantized binary digital signal rep- 
resents a complex signal in the inphase-quadrature (I- 
Q) plane corresponding to one symbol of a plurality of 
differentially encoded symbols for a signal burst. Thus, 
the received signal burst comprises a plurality of com- 
plex signals or signal samples transmitted via a wireless 
communications system and may be provided to a proc- 
essor, such as digital signal processor 1 70, in the signal 
form just described. As previously indicated, the trans- 
mitted signal burst has a substantially predetermined 
structure in which a subset of the binary digital signals 
being transmitted are known at the receiving end of the 
wireless communications system. As is well-known, this 
signal information may be employed to obtain an esti- 
mate of the communications channel and this channel 
estimate may then be used in further signal processing. 
In order to obtain this channel estimate, the received 
complex signal samples for the encoded symbols in the 
signal burst may first be "derotated" and, likewise, an 
automatic frequency correction (AFC), may be applied 
to compensate, for example, for frequency offset error 
attributable to the oscillator employed to downconvert 
the transmitted signal to a baseband signal, although 
the scope of the invention is not limited in this respect. 

Channel estimation is well-known, such as de- 
scribed in "Design and Performance of Synchronization 
Techniques and Viterbi Adaptive Equalizers for Narrow- 
band TDMA Mobile Radio, " by G. D'Aria and V. Zingarel- 
li, published in Nordic Seminar on Digital Land Mobile 
Radio Communication , 3rd Proceeding, Sept. 12-1 5th, 
1988, Copenhagen, herein incorporated by reference, 
and a variety of signal processing techniques, such as 
digital signal processing, may be employed. Typically, 
the training bits in the signal burst being transmitted, 
may be employed to obtain an estimate of the commu- 
nications channel. Likewise, "channel windowing" may 
be employed to determine the "maximum energy" por- 
tion of the signal and normalization and signal scaling 
may, likewise, be employed, although the invention is 
not limited in scope in this respect. Once channel esti- 
mation has been performed, as illustrated in FIG. 1, this 
channel estimate may be employed to perform signal 
reconstruction. Any known technique for signal recon- 
struction may be employed. In signal reconstruction, the 



channel estimate is employed to obtain an estimate of 
the complex signal sample transmitted for each encod- 
ed symbol capable of being transmitted. This may be 
obtained, for example, from the dot product of the chan- 

5 nel estimate with vectors corresponding to the Viterbi 
states for the particular modulation scheme employed. 

In this particular embodiment of a method of com- 
pensating for Doppler error in a wireless communica- 
tions system in accordance with the invention, signal re- 

10 construction is based at least in part on the assumption 
that the complex signal samples obtained at the receiv- 
ing end of the wireless communications system corre- 
spond to locally maximum likelihood symbols also de- 
termined at the receiving end of the communications 

is system. Therefore, reconstructed signals may then be 
employed in signal sample index 140, in conjunction 
with signals obtained from a short traceback performed 
by Viterbi decoder 110, to obtain an estimated signal 
provided to Doppler phase 1 50 for the transmitted sym- 

20 bol. For a predetermined-sized grouping of signal sam- 
ples in the signal burst, this estimated signal or signal 
sample for each symbol may be compared with the re- 
ceived signal sample for the symbol in order to obtain 
an estimate of the phase offset, as described in more 

25 detail hereinafter. . 

As illustrated in FIG. 3, for this particular embodi- 
ment the signal burst may be divided or segregated into 
starting bits, ending bits, training bits and the binary dig- 
ital signals to be transmitted. As illustrated in FIG. 1., the 

30 received signal samples corresponding to symbols are 
adjusted prior to being applied to Viterbi decoder 110. 
Therefore, initialization of the signal adjustments to be 
applied is desirable. In this particular embodiment of a. 
method of compensating for Doppler error in a wireless 

55 communications system in accordance with the inven- 
tion, it is desirable to use the training bits in order to in- 
itialize the Doppler portion of the processing for a variety 
of reasons. For example, the binary digital signals trans- 
mitted are known for the training bit portion of the signal 

40 burst. Thus, initialization using this portion of the signal 
burst provides a relatively high degree of reliability in 
terms of estimating Doppler error. ' 

Although the scope of the invention is not limited in 
this respect, typically in wireless communications sys- 

45 terns employing Viterbi. decoding, the signal burst 
processing is divided into a forward portion and a back- 
ward portion, referred to in this context as "forward 
equalization" and "backward equalization." For this par- 
ticular embodiment, signal processing is first applied to 

so the "forward" portion, ranging from bit positions 77 to 
147 in the signal burst illustrated in FIG. 3, for example. 
In FIG. 3, as illustrated, the initial bit position is num- 
bered 0 and the remaining bit positions increase con- 
secutively One skilled in the art will nonetheless appre- 

55 ciate extension of the approach to the "backward" por- 
tion of the signal burst, such as to bits positions 65 to 0. 

FIG. 4 iaa flowchart depicting the pipelined and par- 
allel processing approach employed in this particular 
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embodiment of a method of compensating for Doppler 
error in a wireless communications system in accord- 
ance with the invention. As illustrated in FIG. 4, it is as- 
sumed that "forward" equalization is performed first. 
Nonetheless, the invention is not restricted in scope in 
this respect and, alternatively, backward equalization 
may be performed first. Next, as illustrated in FIG. 4 and 
described below, AI ACC and AQ ACC are initialized using 
the training bits. As previously Indicated, this is a useful 
aspect of a method of compensating for Doppler error 
in accordance with the invention in that initialization may 
be performed using transmitted binary digital signals 
that. are known at the receiving end of the communica- 
tions system. 

In this particular embodiment, using the channel es- 
timate previously obtained, the binary digital signals for 
positions 77-86 in the received signals burst are em- 
ployed to obtain estimated signals or signal samples for 
the transmitted symbols and these estimated signal 
samples are compared with the signal samples actually 
received for these symbols to obtain the difference be- 
tween respective inphase components and quadrature 
components of these compared signal samples. It is as- 
sumed in this context that the difference is largely attrib- 
utable to Doppler error. Thus, the channel estimate is 
applied to known bit positions 77-82, 78-83, 79-84, 
80-85, and 81-86 in the training bit portion of the signal 
burst. This provides 5 signal sample estimates corre- 
sponding to 5 successively transmitted symbols. These 
5 signal sample estimates may now be compared with 
the complex signal samples received. The differences 
between the inphase components of the estimated and 
received complex signals are accumulated to obtain a 
AI ACC estimate for this particular grouping of 5 signal 
samples. . Likewise, a AQ ACC estimate for this particular 
grouping is also obtained by accumulating the differenc- 
es between the quadrature components, as illustrated 
in FIG. 4. This initialization approach is summarized by 
the first block in the flow chart shown in FIG. 4. In that 
block, Zj represents the received, signal samples with 
Doppler phase offset, -whereas Sh * represents the com- 
plex conjugate of the reconstructed signal sample 
based upon applying the channel estimate to the train- 
ing bits, as just described. It will be appreciated that al- 
though in this particular embodiment a predetermined- 
sized grouping comprises 5 successive complex signal 
samples corresponding to successively transmitted 
symbols, the invention, is not restricted in scope in this 
respect. 

After bit position 86, the initialization portion has 
been completed and as illustrated in FIG. 4, a signal 
processing loop is employed in which Viterbi decoder 
1 10 and DSP 170 in this particular embodiment perform 
signal processing in parallel so that a pipelined ap- 
proach maybe employed for the signal processing per- 
formed by the DSP, as previously described. In particu- 
lar in this embodiment, as illustrated in FIG. 4, DSP 170 
employs AI ACC and AQ Acc obtained based on process- 



ing of the immediately preceding grouping of complex 
signals to perform Doppler calculations and, likewise, 
using these calculations, performs Doppler signal cor- 
rections of the complex signals in the succeeding group- 
s ing in the signal burst i.e., bit positions 92-96 in this par- 
ticular example for this particular embodiment, before 
those signals are provided to the Viterbi decoder. At the 
same time, the Viterbi decoder is performing Viterbi up- 
dating and short traceback decoding for the grouping 

10 beginning with bit position 87 for this particular embod- 
iment. This Viterbi updating and short traceback decod- 
ing is performed a symbol or signal sample at a time and 
after processing upon each signal sample, the results 
obtained by the Viterbi decoder are employed by DSP 

f5 1 70 to compute AI ACC and AQ ACC for the grouping being 
processed by Viterbi decoder 110 in this particular em- 
bodiment. Likewise, in this particular embodiment, the 
Viterbi decoder performs a Viterbi update by performing 
a long traceback. The Viterbi decoder then performs a 

20 short traceback, of length one in this embodiment, as 
illustrated in FIG. 4. Likewise, once processing of this 
grouping by the Viterbi decoder is complete, then the 
DSP may be employed to perform the Doppler calcula- 
tions and signal corrections for another grouping of sig- 

2S nal samples based on the signal processing by the Vi- 
terbi decoder for this grouping while the Viterbi decoder 
is again performing Viterbi updates and short traceback 
decoding for the grouping of signals immediately after 
this grouping. Thus, it will now be appreciated by one 

30 skilled in the art that by employing this parallel process- 
ing structure, the Viterbi decoder continues to perform 
Viterbi updates and short traceback decodes while in 
parallel the DSP operates in a pipeline fashion to per- 
form Doppler calculations and signal corrections for a 

35 grouping of signals based on the recently completed Vi- 
terbi processing of a prior grouping. 

As illustrated in FIG. 4, eventually forward equali- 
zation is complete, in which case Doppler calculations 
and signal corrections are performed for the final group- 

40 ing in the particular signal burst. Likewise, once this is 
complete, the process may be repeated for backward 
equalization. Ultimately, once the backward equaliza- 
tion is performed, the accumulated Doppler error from 
the backward equalization and the forward equalization 

45 may be combined to perform automatic frequency cor- 
rection (AFC) for the next signal burst to be processed, 
as explained in more detail hereinafter. This automatic 
frequency correction update is performed because the 
Doppler signal corrections may be employed to assist 

50 in tracking phase offset not easily corrected by employ- 
ing other automatic frequency correction techniques. 

Various approaches to the Doppler calculations and 
signal corrections are possible and the invention is not 
restricted in scope to any particular approach. Likewise, 

55 the invention is not restricted in scope to a particular al- 
location of Doppler calculations or signal corrections to 
successive parallel Viteioi operations while processing 
signal samples in a particular grouping. Nonetheless, in 
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this particular embodiment, 5 successive operations of 
Viterbi updating and short traceback decoding are em- 
ployed in each grouping. On each parallel Viterbi oper- 
ation, the DSP performs a different portion of the Dop- 
pler calculations and signal corrections. Likewise, in this 
embodiment, on each parallel operation, once the Viter- 
bi update and short traceback decoding are performed, 
the DSP recomputes the accumulated Al and AQ, i.e., 
AI ACC and AQ ACC , for the grouping being processed by 
the Viterbi decoder based on the short traceback decod- 
ing just performed by the decoder. Signal processing by 
parallel Viterbi operations is summarized by the table 
provided in FIG. 5. For example, on the first Viterbi par- 
allel operation, the DSP takes AI ACC and AQ ACC from 
the preceding grouping and obtains an estimate of the 
change in the phase offset from the inverse arctangent. 
Likewise, on the second parallel operation, the DSP ob- 
tains the average phase offset. This average is obtained 
from an accumulation of the phase offsets obtained for 
each grouping in the signal burst processed so far ad- 
justed by the number of groupings processed. Likewise, 
on the third parallel operation, the accumulated phase 
offset is estimated based on the prior accumulated 
phase offset adjusted by a "weighting" function of the 
average differential phase offset. It will, of course, be 
appreciated that this weighting function may also be 
modifiedadaptively in alternative embodiments or omit- 
ted entirely. Likewise, on the fourth parallel operation, 
the sine and cosine of the estimated phase offset for this 
particular grouping is obtained. Finally, on the fifth par- 
allel operation, Doppler signal corrections are made to 
the next grouping about to be processed by the Viterbi 
decoder, such as illustrated in FIG. 1 . It will now be ap- 
preciated that this particular approach to pipelining the 
DSP with the Viterbi decoder processing in parallel in- 
troduces a slight lag in the Doppler signal corrections 
performed. It will be appreciated, however, that between 
successive groupings within a signal burst the impact of 
such a lag should not be significant. Furthermore, due 
to the successive nature of the parallel Viterbi opera- 
tions, the effect of any slight |ag should remain relatively 
fixed or stable over the signal burst. 

After the Viterbi decoder has performed a Viterbi up- 
date and the short traceback for the next signal sample, 
such as indicated in FIG. 4, signals are provided to the 
DSP by the decoder so that Al and AQ may be obtained 
for the particular signal sample and then AI ACC and 
AQ ACC may be processed by the DSP. More particularly, 
once a short traceback is completed by the Viterbi de- 
coder, ah estimate of the complex signal transmitted is 
obtained using a Viterbi traceback reconstructed signal 
sample index in accordance with the invention, as de- 
scribed in more detail hereinafter, although the scope of 
a method of compensating for Doppler error in accord- 
ance with the invention is not limited in this respect. This 
estimate may then be provided to the DSP and the DSP 
may process the dot product of the complex conjugate 
of this signal sample estimate for the symbol with the 



actual signal sample for the symbol in order to obtain Al 
and AQ, although the scope of the invention is not limited 
in this respect. Likewise, Al and AQ for each of the signal 
samples obtained, as just described, may be accumu- 
s fated so that once the final signal sample in a particular 
grouping is processed, AI ACC and AQ ACC may be ob- 
tained for that grouping. As previously indicated, a sim- 
ilar approach to processing AI ACC and AQ ACC may be 
employed in conjunction with the training bits for the pur- 
10 poses of initialization. 

FIG. 8 is a table illustrating the sequence of parallel 
Viterbi operations that may be performed by an embod- 
iment of a method of compensating for Doppler error in 
a wireless communication system in accordance with 
is the invention. The table in FiG. 8 illustrates the parallel 
Viterbi operations with the pipelined DSP processing for 
bit positions 87 to 92. As illustrated, this embodiment 
employs 5 parallel operations or operation cycles, al- 
though the invention is not limited in scope in this re- 
spect. Therefore, on the Viterbi operation performed by 
Viterbi decoder 110, in parallel the DSP performs a dif- 
ferent portion of the Doppler calculations and signal cor- 
rections, as previously described and as illustrated in 
FIG. 8. An advantage of this pipelined parallel process- 
ing approach is that the utilization of the DSP and the 
Viterbi decoder is improved in comparison with alternate 
approaches. More particularly, less idle time occurs for 
the processor. 

Although the invention is not restricted in scope to 
performing automatic frequency correction or to this par- 
ticular technique of automatic frequency correction, in 
one embodiment, after a phase offset, 8(n), has been 
accumulated based upon forward equalization attribut- 
able to Doppler error, denoted in this context as 0 F (N) 
and, likewise, 6b(N) has been accumulated based upon 
backward equalization, as illustrated in FIG. 4,. these 
phase offsets may be employed to perform automatic 
frequency correction (AFC) for later signal bursts to be 
received. In this particular embodiment, as illustrated by 
the table shown in FIG. 7, the phase offset [6 F (N) - 
(N)] may be accumulated over a predetermined number 
of signal bursts and then employed to update the phase 
compensation employed to perform automatic frequen- 
cy correction. 

As indicated previously, Viterbi decoding is well- 
known and employed in a variety of technologies, such 
as in wireless communications. As is well-known, one 
aspect of Viterbi decoding relates to performing Viterbi 
updates or trellis decoding using received signal sam- 
ples at the receiving end of a communications system. 
As received signal samples are processed by the Viterbi 
decoder, a "survival metric" is obtained for each Viterbi 
state in accordance with a Viterbi add-compare-select 
operation. After a predetermined number of signal sam- 
ples have been processed, symbol decoding is per- 
formed in a manner referred to as a "long traceback* or 
"long decode" that reflects the most likely set of symbols 
to have been transmitted based upon the accumulated 
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metrics. 

In some situations, however, it may be desirable to 
perform a process referred to as a "short traceback." In 
this situation, it may be desirable to form a local estimate 
of the likely symbol to have been transmitted based up- 
on recently available signal information. Although this 
estimate may not be as good as the estimate based up- 
on a "long decode" or "long traceback;" nonetheless, in 
some circumstances, it may be necessary or desirable 
to have an early estimate available for signal processing 
purposes before a long traceback may be performed. 
One example of this desirability is in the context of per- 
forming Doppler error calculations and signal correc- 
tions. Typically, in these situations, it may be desirable 
or important to obtain the results of a short traceback in 
a timely and efficient manner. Typically, performing, a 
process referred to as "traceback packing" as part of the 
traceback is a cumbersome process including relatively 
significant processing complexity. In this context, "trace- 
back packing" refers to the process by which binary dig- 
ital signals or bits indicated by the Viterbi decoding proc- 
ess to have been transmitted are concatenated for sig- 
nal processing purposes. 

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram of embodiment 1000 
of a Viterbi traceback reconstructed signal sample index 
in accordance with the invention providing a relatively 
efficient technique for performing traceback packing, 
particularly for a short traceback. As illustrated in FIG. 
1 , embodiment 1000 includes a counter or state counter 
300, a traceback shift register (TBSR) 600, a signal re- 
construction table 800, and a comparator 900 coupled 
in a configuration so as to provide the sign bit to the 
traceback shift register from a comparison of binary dig- 
ital signals performed by comparator 900. As illustrated 
in FIG. 6, state counter 300 is coupled so as to provide 
digital signals to traceback shift register 600. Further- 
more, traceback shift register 600 is coupled so as to 
provide digital signals to signal reconstruction table 800, 
via address decoder 700 for the embodiment illustrated 
in FIG. 6. 

Viterbi traceback reconstructed signal sample index 
1000 is intended for use in conjunction with a Viterbi de- 
coder. As is well-known, typically in Viterbi decoding, up- 
on processing of another received signal sample, a Vi- 
terbi update is performed in which stored signals, re- 
ferred to in this context as "metrics," are updated. Once 
this Viterbi update has been performed, the stored met- 
rics may be provided to comparator 900, as illustrated 
in FIG. 6, in order to perform a short traceback in ac- 
cordance with the invention. 

As illustrated in FIG. 6, MUXes 91 0 and 920 respec- 
tively couple registers 915 and 925 to the respective in- 
put ports of comparator 900. Although not explicitly il- 
lustrated in FIG. 6, these MUXes may be coupled, for 
example, to Viterbi decoder 110 or a RAM coupled to 
decoder 110 so that the "metrics" processed by viterbi 
decoder 1 1 0 are available for comparison by compara- 
tor 900. In accordance with the Viterbi decoding proc- 



ess, for a particular Viterbi state, two metrics are com- 
pared to determine the most extreme value metric for 
that particular Viterbi state/ The extreme metric thereby 
obtained for that state may be stored for later compari- 
s ' son with the extreme metrics similarly obtained for the 
other Viterbi states. An embodiment of a Viterbi recon- 
structed signal samples index in accordance with the in- 
vention provides an efficient technique for performing 
this processing, as described in more detail hereinafter. 
10 As illustrated in FIG. 6, state counter 300, in re- 
sponse to an externally-derived clock enable signal, 
may successively provide digital signals corresponding 
to the Viterbi states capable of being transmitted by the 
particular communications system. For example, in FIG. 

1 5 6, four Viterbi states are illustrated using a two-bit coun- 
ter, although the invention is not restricted in scope in 
this respect. As illustrated in FIG. 6, the counter provides 
these digital signals to traceback shift register 600. At 
substantially the same time, MUXes 910 and 920 pro- 

20 vide two stored metrics to comparator 900 for the state 
indicated by counter 300, the stored metrics being de- 
rived from processing by Viterbi decoder 110. More par- 
ticularly, in accordance with conventional Viterbi 
processing,' these signals being compared represent 

25 the sum. of a calculated branch metric and accumulated 
cost for the Viterbi state indicated by counter 300. Like- 
wise, the sign bit obtained by comparator 900 based on 
the comparison of the two metrics is then stored in reg- 
ister 930. Depending on the extreme value of the metric 

30 obtained for this state, this sign bit may later be trans- 
ferred to traceback shift register 600 as a "short trace- 
back bit," as explained in more detail hereinafter. 

As illustrated, the sign bit from this comparison also 
operates as enable signal EN1 to MUX 935. Signal EN1 

35 operates, via MUX 935, to transf er the one extreme sig- 
nal of the two signals respectively stored in registers 915 
and 925 to register 940. Thus, register 940 operates as 
a "survival metric" register. Now, the contents of register 
940, via MUX 920, may be compared with the contents 

40 of register 400, which stores the current value of the ex- 
treme metric for the Viterbi states processed up to this 
point. Comparator 900 then compares the "survival met- 
ric" value for the current Viterbi state as indicated by 
state counter 300, stored in register 940, with the current 

45 extreme metric value for the previously processed Viter- 
bi states, stored in register 400. Assuming the "survival 
metric" for the current state is more extreme, i.e. , greater 
or smaller depending upon the particular embodiment, 
the sign bit from comparator 900, denoted in FIG. 6 as 

50 EN2, enables the contents of register 940 to be loaded 
into register 400. Likewise, the contents of counter 300, 
indicating the current Viterbi state, is loaded as a digital 
signal into the portion of traceback shift register 600 de- 
noted 61 0 in FIG. 6. Likewise, the sign bit stored in reg- 

55 ister930 is loaded into the portion of traceback shift reg- 
ister 600 denoted as 620 and becomes the "short trace- 
back bit." It will, of course, be appreciated that this proc- 
ess is repeated for each Viterbi state indicated by state 
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counter 300. Thus, if a more extreme metric is obtained 
later, the contents of register 400. is loaded with that ex- 
treme metric signal value and binary digital signals rep- 
resenting the corresponding Viterbi state and short 
traceback bit are loaded in traceback shift register 600. 
It should now be clear to one of ordinary skill in the art 
that once counter 300 has provided signals to traceback 
shift register 600 corresponding to all the Viterbi states 
capable of being transmitted for the communications 
system, register 400 should contain the signal value for 
the most extreme metric of the Viterbi states and, like- 
wise, traceback shift register 600 should contain binary 
digital signals representing the particular Viterbi state 
corresponding to that metric signal value and the asso- 
ciated short traceback bit. As illustrated in FIG. 6, the 
contents of traceback shift register 600 may now be pro- 
vided to a signal reconstruction table 800 with memory 
location addresses that correspond to the concatena- 
tion of the Viterbi states in the form of a binary digital 
signal with a short traceback bit. The contents of the 
memory locations of signal reconstruction table 800 . 
may contain the reconstructed signal sample values 
corresponding to the associated Viterbi states including 
a short traceback bit Likewise, alternatively, as illustrat- 
ed in FIG. 6, address decoder 700 may translate or de- 
code the binary digital signals provided by traceback 
shift register 600 into the memory location address cor- 
responding to the particular reconstructed signal sam- 
ple value. 

One advantage of a traceback shift register in ac- 
cordance with the invention, such as the embodiment 
illustrated in FIG. 6, is that it provides a means to effi- 
ciently address a table of reconstructed signal sample 
values. By comparing "metrics," as previously de- 
scribed, the traceback shift register ultimately contains 
a binary digital signal that represents the binary digital 
signal most likely to have been transmitted via the com- 
munications system based at least in part upon recently 
available signal information. Thus, this binary digital sig- 
nal may now be employed to address a memory storing 
estimated signal samples, i.e., reconstructed signal 
samples, for the binary digital signals capable of being 
transmitted by the particular communications system. In 
this particular embodiment, a 2-bit Viterbi state is con- 
catenated with one short traceback bit assuming, for ex- 
ample, a three tap communications channel estimate is 
employed, although the invention is, of course, not re- 
stricted in scope in this respect. 

It will now be appreciated that a Viterbi traceback 
reconstructed signal sample index in accordance with 
the invention offers advantages of speed, power sav- 
ings and efficiency in comparison with traditional Viterbi 
traceback packing approaches. The desired recon- 
structed signal sample value may be quickly and effi- 
ciently addressed using a traceback shift register in ac- 
cordance with the invention, as previously described. It 
will also now be appreciated that, although the embod- 
iment shown in FIG. 6 includes a comparator in which 



the extreme signal value of two binary digital signals, 
such as the smaller signal, is obtained, alternatively, this 
technique may be employed to find the larger of the two 
binary digital signals. 

While only certain features of the invention have 
been illustrated and described herein, many modifica- 
tions, substitutions, changes or equivalents will now oc- 
cur to those skilled in the art. It is, therefore, to be un- 
derstood that the appended claims are intended to cover 
all such modifications and changes as fall within the true 
spirit of the invention. 



Claims 

1 . A method of compensating for .Doppler error in a 
wireless communications system employing Viterbi 
decoding, said method characterized by the steps 
of: 

for each signal sample in a first predeter- 
mined-sized grouping of received signal samples, 

performing a parallel Viterbi update and short 
traceback decode; for a second predeter- 
mined-sized grouping, 

forming by pipeline processing an estimate of 
the Doppler error in accordance with the paral- 
lel short traceback decoding performed for the 
first grouping, and 

adjusting each signal sample in the second 
grouping in accordance with the estimated 
Doppler error. 

2. The 'method of claim 1 , where in the step of forming 
by pipeline processing an estimate of the Doppler 
error is characterized by forming the estimate by 
pipeline processing in parallel with performing a plu- 
rality of parallel Viterbi update and short traceback 
decodes for signal samples in an intermediate 
grouping between the first grouping and the second 
grouping. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the second group- 
ing is characterized by a grouping immediately after 
the intermediate grouping in the signal burst; 

the intermediate grouping comprising a 
grouping immediately after the first grouping in the 
signal burst. 



so 4. The method of claim 2, 

wherein the second grouping is characterized 
by the grouping immediately preceding the in- 
termediate grouping in the signal burst; 
55 the intermediate grouping comprising a group- 

ing immediately preceding the first grouping in 
the signal burst. 
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5. The method of claim 2, 

wherein the step of performing a parallel Vi- 
terbi update and short traceback decode is charac- 
terized by performing a short traceback decode with 
a Viterbi traceback reconstructed signal sample in- 
dex. 

6. A method of compensating for Doppler error in a 
wireless communications system characterized by 
the steps of: 

receiving a signal burst transmitted via the wire- 
less communications system, the transmitted 
signal burst comprising a first plurality of sym- 
bols including a second plurality of substantially 
predetermined symbols; 
estimating the channel for the wireless commu- 
nications system by processing the portion of 
the received signal burst corresponding to the 
second plurality of symbols; 
forming reconstructed signals from the estimat- 
ed channel; 

for each signal sample in a first predetermined- 
sized grouping of received signal samples in 
the signal burst, 

performing a parallel Viterbi update and 
short traceback decode in order to select a 
reconstructed signal sample, and 
comparing the reconstructed signal sam- 
ple with the corresponding derotated re- 
ceived signal sample; and 

for a second predetermined-sized grouping, 

forming by pipeline processing an esti- 
mate of the Doppler error in accordance with 
the signal sample comparisons for the first 
grouping, and 

adjusting each signal sample in the second 
grouping in accordance with the estimated 
Doppler error. 

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the step of forming 
by pipeline processing an estimate of the Doppler 
error is characterized by forming the estimate by 
pipeline processing in parallel with performing a plu- 
rality of parallel Viterbi update and short traceback 
decodes for signal samples in an intermediate 
grouping between the first grouping and the second 
grouping. 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the second group- 
ing is characterized by a grouping immediately after 
the intermediate grouping in the signal burst; 

the intermediate grouping comprising a 
grouping immediately after the first grouping in the 
signal burst. 



9. The method of claim 7, 

wherein the second grouping is characterized 
by a grouping immediately preceding the inter- 
mediate grouping in the signal burst; 
the intermediate grouping comprising a group- 
ing immediately preceding the first grouping in 
the signal burst. 

10. The method of claim 6, 
wherein the step of performing a parallel Vi- 
terbi update and short traceback decode is' charac- 
terized by performing a short traceback decode with 
aViterbi traceback reconstructed signal sample in- 
dex. 

11. The method of claim 6 further characterized by, prior 
to the steps of performing, comparing, forming, and 
adjusting for first and second predetermined-sized 
groupings, a step of initializing the estimate of the 
Doppler error is performed using the second plural- 
ity of substantially predetermined symbols. 

12; A Viterbi traceback reconstructed signal sample in- 
dex including a state counter, a traceback shift reg- 
ister, a signal reconstruction table, and a compara- 
tor, the signal sample index characterized by: 

the comparator coupled in a configuration so as 
to provide the sign bit to said traceback shift 
register from a comparison of binary digital sig- 
nals; 

said state counter being coupled so as to pro- 
vide digital signals to said traceback shift reg- 
ister; and 

said traceback shift register being coupled so 
as to provide digital signals to said signal re- 
construction table. 

40 13. The Viterbi traceback reconstructed signal sample 
index of claim 1 2, characterized in that 

said configuration includes a temporary trace- 
back bit register coupled to said comparator so 
45 as to receive said sign bit; and 

said temporary traceback bit register being 
coupled to said traceback shift register. 

14. The Viterbi traceback reconstructed signal sample 
so index of claim 1 3, characterized in that 

said configuration is adapted to load the con- 
tents of said state counter and said temporary trace- 
back bit register into said traceback shift register in 
response to an enabling signal provided by said 
55 comparator. 

15. The Viterbi traceback reconstructed signal sample 
index of claim 12, in which said signal reconstruc- 
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tion table is characterized by 

a binary digital signal address decoder coupled 
to a memory; 

said memory including binary digital signals s 
stored in memory locations addressed by said 
address decoder; and 

said stored binary digital signals comprising re- 
constructed signal samples corresponding to . 
predetermined states provided as binary digital 10 
signals to said address decoder by said trace- 
back shift register. 
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FIG. 7 
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